
Welcome to the first edition of the A6 Dungiven to Drumahoe 
Dualling Scheme project Newsletter. This publication provides 
an insight into the progress of works currently underway on 
this major scheme. As Northern Ireland’s largest infrastructure 
projects, the A6 Dungiven to Drumahoe Dualling Project will 
include a 25.5-kilometre-high standard dual carriageway 
between Drumahoe and Dungiven, including a bypass of 
Dungiven, with roundabouts connecting the scheme to the 
existing road network at either end. 

Sacyr, Wills Bros, Somague (SWS JV) is the joint venture respon-
sible for the design and construction of the scheme. Since the 
scheme was awarded in March 2018, we have been really busy pro-
gressing in the planning and programming of the works. Our highly 
skilled team consists of more than 50 staff with four engineering 
apprentices, who are all situated at our project offices in Killaloo. 
As a team we are committed to delivering this project in a safe 
and effective manner using best practices techniques with regard 
for the local community, natural environment and road users alike.

Northern Divisional Roads Manager, David Porter, cut the first 
sod with local representatives on the 26th September 2018 to 
mark the start of scheme. Speaking at the event he said: “The A6 
is a strategically important route as it connects the North West 
to Belfast and beyond. The existing road carries around 15,000 
vehicles per day and with traffic levels continuing to grow, this 
very significant investment will greatly improve road safety and 
journey times by reducing congestion.

During the construction period Sacyr/Wills Bros/Somague Joint 
Venture will be working with the following organisations to build 
careers, provide opportunities and support the local community 
through learning, training and development.
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Pamela Ward (PLO) will be the first point of con-
tact with the landowners, residents, community 
groups and businesses, she will also be tasked with 
keeping the public informed regarding the pro-
gress of any upcoming works and responding to 
enquires as and when they arise. 

The scheme has a 24 hour public helpline phone 
number 0800 048 2906. This phone number will 
be toll free and answered by a member of the 
project team at all times. 

The A6 Dualling Dungiven to Drumahoe project staff brought a 
little bit of festive cheer to those who needed it most. Over the 
Christmas period our staff rallied together to help raise funds 
totalling £300 for local charity ‘Hands That Talk’ by holding a  
Christmas Jumper Day.

In conjunction with this they supported the annual Christmas Toy 
Appeal where they collected hundreds of pounds worth of toys 
to help make a child’s Christmas extra special this year. 

Public Liaison Officer

Community

The scheme is set to improve the road network in the North 
West of the province, reduce journey times, improve journey 
time reliability and road safety. In addition, it will benefit the 
wider community by creating full time site-based employment 
opportunities, provide vocational training apprentice site-based 
employment opportunities and offer training opportunities in 
terms of placements, work experience and workplace ‘taster’ 
opportunities aimed at young and local individuals. 

The construction of 
this road will help 
to secure jobs in 
the construction 
industry, contribute 
to the economic 
development of the 
region and bring 
long term benefits to 
road users and local 
communities.”

For further information 
 on the progress of the project 

please visit

www.a6d2d.com

Any enquiries or further information regarding the project can be 
addressed by contacting us through email, the 24-hour helpline 
or visiting the official website. 

How to Contact us
Stay Informed – a dedicated website has been created with up 
to date information regarding the project progress, traffic man-
agement along with stills and videos of the construction works.

www.a6d2d.com
Email: 

info@a6d2d.com
24-hour toll free number: 

 0800 048 2906
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Normal Office Hours
Calls from landowners, residents, community 
groups and businesses will normally be directed to 
the Public Liaison Officer (PLO) and the appropriate 
action taken. If the PLO is not available, all calls will 
be dealt with by the appropriate team member. 

Out of Office Hours 

At close of business each evening, the toll free number  
0800 048 2906 will be transferred to the mobile 
phone of the duty manager.

Staff from SWS with representatives of Hands That Talk – L-R 
Caoimhe Barry (SWS JV), Anne Owens (Hands That Talk), 
Pauline Doherty (Hands That Talk), Pamela Ward (SWS JV)
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In the coming months, fencing operations will continue along the 
mainline section, concentrating on areas both sides of Killunaght 
Road, south of Dungiven town and areas west to Crock Na Brock 
Road. Accommodation works will follow similar areas to fencing 
with priority given to access lanes around Killunaght, Feeny Road 
and Munreery. Earthworks activities at the Drumahoe Park and 
Ride will commence along with site clearance in the form of 
vegetation removal and the demolition of properties associated 
with the scheme.

Since the commencement of the works there has been regular 
liaison meetings with Openreach (formally BT), Northern Ireland 
Electricity (NIE) and Northern Ireland water (NIW) Together with 
NIE we are diverting more than 40 existing overhead cables. For 
NIW we are relocating over 20 distribution watermains and four 
trunk watermains, the largest of which is 700mm in diameter. 

Also, for NIW several sewer lines are being diverted. For Openreach 
we are relocating over 10km of fibre optic cables together with 
associated cables which feed all properties along the route. In 
all instances all customers will be given timely notification of 
any disruptions to their services and in all cases, disruption 
will be minimised.

This is a ‘Design&Build’ contract. The works involve substantial heavy 
civil engineering works in the construction of overbridges, under-
passes, dual carriageway together with the associated subsidiary 
works involved with signage, drainage services, diversions, etc. 

The design involves site surveys all along the scheme to determine 
things like the exact depth to bedrock, earth composition etc. In 
addition, further environmental surveys have been taking place. 
Fencing off the land that has been vested for the scheme is a 
huge task as the scheme is 25.5km long. Therefore, the process of 
fencing is going to take until Autumn 2019 to complete. 

A public consultation event held by SWS JV, took place at the 
end of June to inform landowners about things like phasing of the 
works adjacent to their properties. Consultations continue with 
the relevant stakeholders and utilities to allow the design of the 
works to progress in advance of construction starting on site.

A major objective of the project team is to minimise any adverse 
effects on traffic during the construction period. Therefore to 
ensure the safety of the public and that of our workforce and the 
safe and efficient movement of vehicles and plant to construction 
compounds, traffic management will be implemented along the 
route of the scheme. Please ensure you observe speed restrictions 
and driver information signs at all times. For any upcoming traffic 
management and regular updates please check our project  
website www.a6d2d.com.

It is one of our core values to protect the natural and built 
environment in which we work by considering any adverse 
impact, and where possible, avoiding or mitigating these during 
the lifetime of the project. Prior to the start of the project and 
in order to consider any effects an environmental impact 
assessment was carried out. This has enabled us to establish 
where mitigation is required and where opportunities for 
environmental improvement may exist. 

Exclusion zones have been set up to protect nesting birds, 
badgers and bats as well as any other environmentally sensitive 
species. Silt mitigation measures continue to be installed and 
maintained throughout the project. This will be implemented 
through environmental monitoring of all water courses and 
construction activities. In the coming months and years, new 
planting and habitat creation will be undertaken to address 
areas where existing areas may be lost or fragmented. In 
addition, new planting and safe-road crossings will be provided 
for wildlife to create links between existing and new habitats.

The safety of our workforce, the surrounding communities and 
road users is of paramount importance to us. Our dedicated Health 
and Safety Team deliver training and awareness campaigns to all 
our employees and subcontractors. 

‘Safety with Sincerity’ (SWS) 
the scheme behavioural safety 
campaign, ensures that we 
are constantly designing fresh 
and innovative ways to train 
and remind employees of best 
practice where any decision 
affecting production, cost and 
time has to be taken within the 
context of safety. 

Since the scheme began there has 
been a total of 375 people inducted. 
In addition, there was a total of  
100,000 hours worked from 
the month of April to the end of 
November 2018.

There are monthly ‘Have your say’ meetings provided to staff 
members that encourages them to raise any concerns or issues 
regarding health and safety in the workplace. 

To ensure safety of the community and passers-by, we are fencing 
off the entire site and the areas of construction prior to any works 
taking place, however we need YOU to play your part.

For your own safety we ask you to keep out of construction 
sites at all times and remind others, especially children that 
construction sites are dangerous and they should never enter 
within its boundaries. If you see something that you perceive to 
be a safety issues within our works, we would be grateful if you 
could contact us via our 24 hour phone 0800 048 2906.

Construction timeline

Statutory Undertakers’ works

A6 D2D Design
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Health & Safety update

The construction team have spent the last few months focusing 
on enabling works which involve environmental surveys, locating 
essential utility supplies, earthworks, site clearance and the 
construction of site access roads and fencing. Site clearance 
is an important part of the preparation works to ensure the 
construction phase can run to schedule, however, in order to 
minimise to effect on the environment and local communities, 
our priority has been focused on the environmental surveys that 
are conducted to protect the wildlife and minimise any effects 
on their surrounding habitat. During these surveys a number of 
habitats were identified and appropriate protection carried out. 

As part of the pre-construction works site fencing has progressed 
considerably, particularly on both sides of Feeny Road and at Derry- 
chrier to allow construction works to begin on accommodation 
lanes for landowners. Earthwork activities are continuing south 

of Foreglen and working westerly.  
Areas such as Feeny Road have also 
seen increased activity in earthworks 
in preparation for the installation of 
the temporary bailey bridges over the 
Owenbeg and Owenrigh Rivers. Oth-
er works progressing include con-
struction of culverts at Drumahoe and 
Foreglen, enabling a number of water 
courses to be safely diverted away from 
the new road. Site clearance has also 
been undertaken to make way for the 
works, which will be replaced as part 
of the landscaping at the completion  
of the scheme.

Construction update

SAFETY WITH SINCERITY

Did you 
 know?

The A6D2D Project is registered as an Ultra-Site with the Considerate Constructors 
Scheme. It is the first project in Ireland to achieve this status. Ultra-Sites represent the 
pinnacle of achievement in exceeding the Scheme’s Code of Considerate Practice. 

The Ultra-Site vision is for sites such as the A6D2D to become beacons of best practice 
in the construction industry and a catalyst for exceptional leadership, collaboration and 
innovation.

The projects performance will be assessed under the following headings:

• Care about the Appearance

• Respect the Community

• Protect the Environment

• Secure Everyone’s Safety

• Value their Workforce
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Spilt kit by Owenbeg River Extensive silt fencing has been installed throughout the scheme to 
protect the various watercourses and gullies


