
Welcome to our Spring/ Summer 2021 edition of the A6 D2D 
Dualling Newsletter. Sacyr/Wills Bros/Somague (SWS JV) 
are pleased to report that we are well over halfway through 
the completion of this flagship infrastructure road project. 
Working on a scheme 25.5km long has been a challenging 
yet rewarding experience and each of our departments are 
determined to ensure all aspects of the job are carried out to 
the highest and best standards. 

We are delighted to announce that the first Park and Ride has 
been completed at Drumahoe and expected to be operational 
in July 2021. Despite the considerable challenges posed by 
the Covid-19 pandemic we have been progressing substantial 
amounts of work on the scheme including earthwork activities, 
pavement works, drainage works, surface water channels, 
access tracks, side roads, temporary diversion, watermain 
diversions, landscaping and we are making significant progress 
with the 22 structures throughout the scheme.

•  Over 90% of mainline drainage and over 70% of surface water 
channel has been completed; Over 95% of culverts installed

•  Over 90% of excavations complete; Over 90% of filling works 
completed to date;  14 structures substantially complete

•  Over 60% of NI Water permanent and temporary diversions 
have been completed; Over 30% of BT and Over 80% of NIE 
diversions complete

• Over 70% of mainline pavement CGBM has been completed
• Over 50% of mainline pavement complete
•  Underbridges (Derrychrier Rd, Altagarron Rd) and 

overbridges (Feeny Rd, Gortilea Rd and Magheramore Rd 
are now opened to tra!c

• Burntollet Bridge westbound carriageway opened to tra!c
• Claudy Jct/Baranailt Rd south opened to tra!c 
• Drumahoe Park & Ride to be operational in July 2021

•  Construction of the Dungiven roundabout, Chapel Rd/
Glenshane Rd and new entrances to Magherabouy Terrace/
Abbeyfields

•  Utility diversions for Dungiven roundabout
•  Construction of the Bridge Decks over Owenbeg River/River 

Roe/Ness River and Liberty Glen;
•  Construction of Park&Ride facilities at Claudy
•  Construction of Ardmore Rd bridge, Killaloo Jct bridge and 

associated slip roads
•  Construction of Tamnaherin Jct bridge and new Tamnaherin 

Rd; Fawney Link Rd; B74/Kilcatten Rd Jct
•  Construction of a new culvert under B74
•  Permanent watermain diversions including Gulf Rd, 

Baranailt Rd and Fawney Rd; Pavement works between 
Claudy and Dungiven and Drumahoe to Fawney 

•  Completion of Killunaght Rd bridge, Ballyhanedin Rd 
bridge, Oaks access bridge and Baranailt Rd north

•  Completion of and opening of Priory Lane
•  Completion of and opening of Munreery bridge
•  Opening of Gulf Rd south/B74/A6 junction
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For further information on the progress 
of the project please visit

www.a6d2d.com

River Roe beam lifting Burntollet bridge construction



The A6D2D project utilises Journey Time Monitoring, displaying 
journey times in three areas of the project to inform road users of 
any delays.

Data is collected via Crowd Sourced Data by analysing GPS 
determined locations communicated through mobile phones 
and satellite navigation users. Our software displays the actual 
journey time information in real time to variable messaging signs 
on the road network, it issues alerts to the project team on delays 
and gathers average journey times across any period accurate to 
1-minute intervals. 

Consultations were held with the tra!c management forum and 
the positions for measuring and displaying data were developed, 
discussed and best locations agreed.

Where necessary for the safety of the road users and the 
construction workforce there may be tra!c management put in 
place on parts of the road network from time to time to manage 
the significant tra!c flows on this strategic route.

For any upcoming tra!c management and regular updates 
please check our project website:

www.a6d2d.com

Journey time monitoring 

Latest Tra!c Management Information

Major Milestones for the project
• Beams placed at new Burntollet bridge, each beam weighing 160 tonnes

• Opening of Burntollet bridge to A6 mainline tra!c

•  Construction of Claudy underbridge a 32m span structure with 12 precast beams each over 
70 tonnes with reinforced earth approaches

• Opening of Claudy underbridge to A6 mainline tra!c

• First A6 mainline pavement laid

• Derrychrier Rd underbridge and Altagarron Rd underbridge – complete and opened to tra!c

• Gortilea Rd overbridge and Magheramore Rd overbridge – complete and open to tra!c

• Structure 1 overbridge and Priory Lane overbridge – complete and open to tra!c

• The Drumahoe Park & Ride completed

During the construction period SWS JV will be working with the 
following organisations to build careers, provide opportunities 
and support the local community through learning, training and 
development.

Our local partners

River Roe beam lifting

Killunaght Rd beam liftingJourney time monitoring



SWS JV focus strongly on all the Health and Safety aspects on this 
project and it is our main priory that all personnel and members 
of the public are kept safe throughout the duration of the scheme. 
Our Health and Safety department monitor compliance daily 
and ensure specific methodology and risks assessments are 
managed, reviewed, and actioned.

To date, there has been over 2400 people inducted on 
the project and to work within Covid-19 restrictions, 
our inductions and most of our training days are now 
being undertaken online to ensure all sta" have the 
skills and knowledge to enable them to carry out their 
job e"ectively and to the highest standards.

Due to the pandemic we have adapted and are adapting 
to new and safer ways of working with Covid-19 constraints, 
in both the site and o!ce environments. We are following 
government guidelines and advice and have systems in place to 
adhere to any new procedures, advice, or legislation. We continually 
monitor Covid-19 compliance across the project to protect all 
personnel and the public, in the wider e"ort to contain this virus.

Extensive landscaping activities are ongoing throughout the 
scheme such as screen planting, hedgerow planting and 
installing hop-overs at road crossings for bats.

Screen planting is taking place near Dungiven, Killunaght, 
Drumahoe and Teeavan and hop-overs are installed in Feeny Rd, 
Priory Lane, Brackfield and Altagarron Rd. 

Archaeologist updateHealth & Safety update

Landscaping update

PC80 Arch installation near Ballyhanedin RdWills Bros’ earthworks fleet ready for action

Social distancing measures while tying steel structures

Bronze Age archaeological discoveries

Japanese Knotweed Processor in action

During pre-construction archaeological investigations in 2018, in 
the townland of Owenbeg, a Bronze Age timber circle funerary 
monument was discovered, dating back over 4500 years 
which contained the burials of 

three individuals. SWS JV 
proposed the extraction 

of material at a new 
borrow area adjacent 
to the location of this 
rare archaeological 
monument which 
prompted the need for 
additional testing. 

During this testing, the archaeologists uncovered two 
additional funerary monuments, the remains of another timber 

circle with a central cremation burial and a barrow monument.

The timber circle recovered consisted of a cremated burial at the 
centre, surrounded by a series of large wooden posts to make it 
stand out within its landscape. A barrow monument is generally 
characterised as a man-made 
hill surrounded by a circular ditch 
usually containing a burial at its 
centre. The barrow recovered 
at Owenbeg is unusually large 
and did not contain a burial at 
its centre, this may have been 
destroyed in the past when the 
area was turned into grazing 
land. Both monuments are rare 
and the samples recovered from 
the excavations will hopefully confirm the archaeologists theories 
that these new monuments are related to the one recovered in 2018 
and tell the story of a much larger Bronze Age ritual landscape. 

Remember 
to wash your 

hands, wear a face 
mask, and keep 
your distance! 



The Public Liaison team are doing their best to keep residents and 
road users up to date with progress on the A6 Dualling Scheme. 
Due to Covid-19, face-to-face contact with residents and local 
communities have been avoided where possible and SWS JV, 
as a company would like to reinforce how grateful we are to 
residents and local road users for their patience, support and 
understanding. The public liaison team are continuously looking 
for ways to contribute a positive outlook to the surrounding 
communities and are more than happy to help.

On the 4th March 2020 prior to implementation of social distancing 
requirements some of our female sta" from SWS JV took some 
time out of their busy schedule to support a STEM Career’s 
event in St Mary’s Secondary school in Derry. The aim of this 
event was to encourage young students into the construction 
industry and to provide them with more information about the 
di"erent jobs available within the industry. Mary, Caoimhe, 
Jill and Meghan enjoyed sharing their experience working on the 
biggest single dual carriageway in Northern Ireland!

With 15,000 vehicles each day on the A6, successful 
tra!c management is vital to the e"ects felt by 
the everyday road user. The project has a dedicated 
tra!c management forum led by our Tra!c Safety 
Control O!cer which includes the Department for 
Infrastructure representatives, AECOM and PSNI, 
and ensures consultation with any a"ected parties 

or statutory undertakers, to maintain free flow of 
tra!c as much as possible. All tra!c management is 

carefully planned, designed, consulted, communicated, 
audited, inspected, maintained, and reviewed. Journey time 
monitoring has been utilised during the online works and displays 
the journey times at Dungiven, Claudy and Drumahoe.

A typical day involves a variety of tasks from  
inspections of materials, newly installed utilities 
and being involved with the installation of utilities.  
I am also tasked with finding existing and unknown 
services using a CAT and Genny or getting  
a squad to complete trial holes to identify and 
find the services. I have also completed weekly 
inspections on the site to ensure exclusion barriers, 
goal posts and utilities are protected, highlighted 
issues, provided information to update drawings and make 
others aware of services in the various areas across the site.  
Daily, I update plant and labour information on SharePoint and 
on allocation sheets.

Where do you see yourself in 5 Years?

In 5 years, I would like to see myself as a fully qualified engineer.

Our apprentice, Jill H, who is a student at South West College 
is one of six winners of the coveted Institution of Civil Engineer 
Quest Technician Scholarship!

Public Liaison Team

Tra!c ManagementApprentice – Cathair McG 

Well done Jill!

Any enquiries or further information regarding the project can be 
addressed by contacting us through email, the 24-hour helpline 
or visiting the o!cial website. 

How to Contact us
Stay Informed – a dedicated website has been created with up 
to date information regarding the project progress, tra!c man-
agement along with stills and videos of the construction works.

www.a6d2d.com
Email: 

info@a6d2d.com
24-hour toll free number: 

 0800 048 2906
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Our MacMillan Co"ee Morning was 
quite di"erent this year compared 
to other years, but this didn’t stop 
us as we didn’t want to miss a great 

opportunity to raise monies for this amazing charity. We held 
our first ever Social Distancing Co"ee Morning on Thursday 
8th October 2020.

Covid-19 rules and regulations were followed to ensure the 
safety of sta" members. At this challenging time, we were 
delighted to donate a total of £462 in respect of the work 
they do at MacMillan Cancer Support.


